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DYNAMIC LOCATION SEARCH
SUGGESTIONS BASED ON TRAVEL
ITINERARIES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/757,676 entitled “Dynamic Location Search
Suggestions Based on Travel Itineraries” filed on Feb. 1,
2013, the entire contents of which is hereby incorporated by
reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

This specification relates to providing dynamic city search
suggestions based on travel itineraries, including suggesting
locations to search in one application based on travel plans
identified in a different application.

Smart phones provide access to numerous sources of data
and can run applications that organize and allow searching
of information for specific topics. For example, weather
applications may allow users to search for and/or select
locations (e.g., cities) and to store the selected locations for
use in retrieving information about local weather conditions,
forecasts, radar, etc. The location data can be persisted in the
application such that each time the application is opened, the
local information can be updated for each of the stored
locations. Other types of applications can perform similar
operations to, for example, retrieve other types of local
information for one or more selected locations each time an
application is opened or activated from a background or
hibernation state. In addition to allowing users to search for
locations, some applications may allow the use of a current
location, as detected through a global positioning satellite
device or other positioning technique.

SUMMARY

In general, itinerary information received or detected on
a user device in one application (e.g., a travel application)
can be used to automatically and dynamically update per-
sistent location data in one or more other applications (e.g.,
weather, clock, or dining applications). A destination loca-
tion can be extracted from the itinerary information and
provided to the one or more other applications, which can
use the received application to automatically retrieve local
information for the destination location. The timing of when
the other applications retrieve the local information can be
determined based on user preferences, defaults, travel dates,
type of application, and/or other parameters. The other
applications can execute on the same user device or on a
different user device. For example, based on an itinerary
stored in a travel application on a user device, destination
information can be provided to a weather application and a
clock application on the same user device, in addition to
being provided to a weather application and a clock appli-
cation on a friend’s user device. The weather and clock
applications can automatically search for weather and time
information for the destination, although the timing of when
such searches are performed can be delayed until closer to
the travel date. Once the trip is complete, the destination can
be removed from being persisted in the weather and clock
applications, although the timing and performance of the
removal can depend on user preferences, defaults, future
travel information, type of application, and/or other param-
eters.
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In one general aspect, a method of providing information
in one application based on travel plans includes detecting
itinerary information stored by a first application on a user
device; identifying, by operation of a computing device, a
travel destination based on the detected itinerary informa-
tion; communicating the travel destination to a second
application executable on a user device; storing the travel
destination in association with the second application,
wherein the second application is adapted to retrieve local
information based on an identified geographic location; and
providing local information for the travel destination
through the second application in response to a user inter-
action with the second application and based on a triggering
threshold associated with the itinerary information. Addi-
tional aspects can include corresponding apparatus, systems,
and software including instructions for performing these
actions.

Implementations can include one or more of the following
features. The second application is adapted to automatically
retrieve the local information for the travel destination. A
user prompt to store the travel destination in association with
the second application is presented, wherein the travel
destination is stored in association with the second applica-
tion in response to a user response to the user prompt. The
second application includes a user interface adapted to allow
a user to manually identify a geographic location and to
retrieve local information based on the manually identified
geographic location. The second application is stored on the
user device. The first application executes on a first user
device and the second application executes on a second user
device, and communicating the travel destination to a sec-
ond application includes communicating the travel destina-
tion from the first user device to the second user device. The
first application communicates at least the travel destination
through an application programming interface with an oper-
ating system of the user device. The first application com-
municates at least the travel destination through an applica-
tion programming interface with the second application. The
second application retrieves at least the travel destination
through an application programming interface with an oper-
ating system of the user device. A time associated with the
itinerary information is identified, and the local information
based on an identified geographic location is retrieved or
removed using the second application based at least in part
on a triggering threshold associated with the identified time.
A location of the user device is identified and the local
information is retrieved or removed based at least in part on
the location of the user device.

In another general aspect, a method includes detecting
itinerary information, including a geographic location,
stored by a first application on a user device; communicating
data identifying the geographic location for use by a second
application executable on the user device; storing the data
identifying the geographic location in association with the
second application, wherein the second application is
adapted to retrieve local information based on the geo-
graphic location; and providing local information for the
identified geographic location through the second applica-
tion in response to a user activating the second application.
Additional aspects can include corresponding apparatus,
systems, and software including instructions for performing
these actions.

Implementations can include one or more of the following
features. Implementations can include one or more of the
following features. A prompt for requesting authorization
from a user to provide the local information for the identified
geographic location through the second application is dis-
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played. A prompt for requesting authorization from a user to
store the data identifying the geographic location in asso-
ciation with the second application is displayed. The data
identifying the geographic location stored in association
with the second application is displayed based on a trigger
threshold determined based at least in part on the itinerary
information. Communicating the data identifying the geo-
graphic location for use by a second application executable
on the user device is performed through an application
programming interface associated with at least one of the
first application or the second application.

In another general aspect, a system includes a first user
device storing a first application operable, when executed by
operation of a computer, to store itinerary information
associated with a user of the first user device, wherein the
first user device is adapted to execute the first application
and to transmit at least a portion of the itinerary information
to at least one target device; and a second user device storing
a second application operable, when executed by operation
of a computer, to retrieve local information based on itin-
erary information received from the first user device. Addi-
tional aspects can include corresponding apparatus, meth-
ods, and software including instructions for performing
actions of the user devices.

Implementations can include one or more of the following
features. The system includes a server, wherein the first user
device is adapted to transmit the itinerary information to the
server, and the server is adapted to forward the itinerary
information to the at least one target device. The first device
is adapted to transmit at least a portion of the itinerary
information to at least one target device using an application
programming interface with an operating system of the first
device. The second device is adapted to provide the itinerary
information to the second application using an application
programming interface with an operating system of the
second device.

The details of one or more embodiments of the invention
are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip-
tion below. Other features, objects, and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the description and draw-
ings, and from the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic representation of a system for
sharing destination information among different applications
on a user device.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computing device that can
be used to implement the system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an example system for
sharing destination information between applications on
different user devices.

FIG. 4 depicts a mobile device displaying a travel appli-
cation interface.

FIG. 5 depicts the mobile device of FIG. 4 displaying a
weather application interface.

FIG. 6 depicts the mobile device of FIG. 4 displaying an
updated view of the weather application interface.

FIG. 7 depicts the mobile device of FIG. 4 displaying an
invitation to share travel itinerary information with another
user.

FIG. 8 depicts the mobile device of FIG. 4 displaying an
alternative user interface of the weather application inter-
face.

FIG. 9 depicts the mobile device of FIG. 4 displaying an
alternative user interface of the weather application inter-
face.
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FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a process for automatically
providing local information in one application based on
itinerary information in another application.

FIG. 11 is a representative timeline diagram of a process
for automatically providing local information in an applica-
tion-based information from another application.

Like reference symbols in the various drawings indicate
like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

When people travel to new locations, they often desire to
obtain information about the location. For example, two
common topics of interest are the weather and the time at the
destination location. Other topics may also be relevant,
including local dining and transportation options, events and
activities, or other local information. Travelers can search
for such information through web browsing, for example,
before leaving on a trip, and smart phones and other hand-
held or portable user devices can often be used to search for
such information before and during travel. A user may
access multiple applications or retrieve multiple web pages
to obtain the information of interest. Unless the user has
previously stored the location in an application that can
provide local information for various locations, however, the
user typically has to perform a search and/or otherwise
manually add the destination location to the application. In
accordance with techniques described in this specification,
travel information entered and/or stored in one application
on a user device can be leveraged to provide location
suggestions or to automatically retrieve local information for
a travel destination in one or more other applications. For
example, local information for a travel destination can be
retrieved in other applications on the user device without
having to manually enter the location or search for the
location. In addition, local information can be provided to
applications on other user devices (e.g., devices of friends or
relatives authorized to receive such information) so that
other users also have access to local information where a
friend or relative is visiting or otherwise currently located.

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic representation of a system 100
for sharing destination information among different appli-
cations on a user device. In general, the system 100 includes
one or more source applications 102 that can be used to
access or store itinerary information. For example, the
source applications 102 can include a travel application
102(1) that may be used to create, store, or organize travel
plans (e.g., flight numbers and schedules, hotel reservations,
and rental car reservations), a calendar application 102(2)
that can store future appointments or travel plans, and a
social media application 102(3) that can store information
about events (e.g., events for which the user has accepted an
invitation). Other types of source applications 102 can also
be used. In general, a source application can provide loca-
tion information for some future event that may be of
interest to the user. The source applications 102 execute on
an operating system 104 that provides an execution envi-
ronment, which can provide services and basic functionality.
One or more target applications 106 also execute on the
operating system 104 and are programmed to retrieve and
provide local information through a user interface of the user
device. In particular, the target applications 106 can retrieve
and provide local information for locations identified based
on itinerary information stored in one or more of the source
applications 102. The target applications 106, can include,
for example, a weather application 106(1) that can retrieve
current weather conditions and forecasts, a clock application
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106(2) that can retrieve current local time at specific loca-
tions, a dining application 106(3) that can retrieve restaurant
information and/or facilitate reservations, and a mapping
application 106(4) that can retrieve local map information.

The travel application 102(1) can store itinerary informa-
tion 108(1), 108(2) that identifies one or more destinations
(e.g., Destinations A, B, and C). The itinerary information
108(1), 108(2) can also include travel dates and times. The
itinerary information 108(1), 108(2) can be manually
entered into the travel application 102(1) or automatically
retrieved or stored by the travel application 102(1) in
response to the user booking travel plans. For example, a
user may purchase airline tickets through the travel appli-
cation 102(1), which may store the airline itinerary infor-
mation. Alternatively, the travel application 102(1) may be
associated with a user account that has itinerary information
stored in association with the account. The itinerary infor-
mation 108(1), 108(2) can be automatically synchronized
periodically with the user account. As another alternative,
the travel application 102(1) may interface with other appli-
cations on a user device to receive the itinerary information
108(1), 108(2). The calendar application 102(2) may also be
used to store appointments 110, which can include date and
location information (e.g., location D). The social media
application 102(3) can similarly store events 112, which can
include data and location information (e.g., location E).

Each of the source applications 102 can include an
application programming interface (API) 114 through which
data (e.g., location, date, and time) from the source appli-
cation 102 can be provided to the operating system 104 or
to other applications, such as target applications 106. The
API 114 can operate to automatically forward the data or to
allow retrieval of the data in response to a request from the
operating system 104 or a target application 106. In some
implementations, the operating system 104 can include a
destination update module 116 that can interface with the
API 114 to receive data from the respective source applica-
tion 102. The destination update module 116 can operate to
store the data received from the source applications 102 for
subsequent forwarding to or retrieval by the target applica-
tions 106. For example, the destination update module 116
can store the data until a target application 106 is activated
(e.g., opened or taken out of an idle state), until the target
application 106 requests the data, and/or until a predeter-
mined triggering threshold (e.g., time, date, and/or user
device location) occurs.

The target applications 106 generally include applications
that are capable of retrieving local information. Typically,
the target applications 106 can provide local information in
response to user-specified search parameters entered through
a corresponding search user interface (UI) 118(1), 118(2),
118(3), 118(4) for the respective target application 106. The
target applications 106 can also provide local information
for locations retrieved or otherwise provided by the source
applications 102. For example, the weather application
106(1) can provide local weather conditions and forecasts
for each of Destinations A and B 120, 122 and Locations D
and E 124, 126 based on data received from the source
applications 102. In addition, the weather application 106(1)
can provide local weather conditions and forecasts for other
locations (e.g., Location X 128) identified through search Ul
118(1). The clock application 106(2) can provide local time
for each of Destinations A and B 130, 132 and Locations D
and E 134, 136 based on data received from the source
applications 102. In addition, the clock application 106(2)
can provide local time for other locations (e.g., Location Y
138) identified through search UI 118(2). Similarly, the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

6

dining application 106(3) can provide local dining options or
other information, and the mapping application 106(4) can
provide local maps, for each of Destinations A and B 140,
142, 150, 152 and Locations D and E 144, 146, 154, 156
based on data received from the source applications 102. In
addition, the dining application 106(3) and the mapping
application 106(4) can provide dining information and local
maps for other locations (e.g., Location Z 148, 158) iden-
tified through a corresponding search UI 118(3), 118(4).
Although not depicted in FIG. 1, each of the target appli-
cations 106 can include an API for interfacing with the
source applications 102 and/or the operating system 104 and
receiving data originating from the source applications 102.

In some implementations, the target applications 106 do
not provide local information until some triggering threshold
occurs. For example, the local information may not be
provided until shortly before a trip is scheduled to begin.
Different target applications can provide the local informa-
tion beginning on different dates even for the same location.
For example, the weather application 106(1) may begin
displaying local weather conditions and forecasts for Des-
tination A 120 a week before travel is scheduled, while the
clock application 106(2) may begin displaying local time for
Destination A 130 the day travel is scheduled. Triggering
thresholds can also be used to determine when to remove or
stop displaying local information. Triggering thresholds for
adding and removing local data can depend on the dates and
times associated with itinerary information, type of appli-
cation, frequency of travel to the location, length of the trip,
detected current location of the user device, and/or other
criteria.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computing device 200 that
can be used to implement the system 100 of FIG. 1. The
computing device 200 includes a processor 202, a memory
204, a user interface 206, and a locating device 208. Appli-
cations within an application set 220 stored in the memory
204 can execute in an execution environment 212 of oper-
ating system 210. The applications can interface with other
applications in the application set 220 and/or with the
operating system 210 through APIs 214 that may be
included in the applications 220 and/or as part of the
operating system 210. Any number of individual applica-
tions 222, 224, 226 can be stored in the memory 204 for
execution. Each individual application 222, 224, 226 can
includes application instructions 228, 232 and application
data 230, 234. The application instructions 228, 232, when
executed in the execution environment 212 provide the
application functionality. For example, a first application
222 can include application instructions 228 that allow a
user to define a travel itinerary, for example, directly through
a user interface input 242 (e.g., manually typing in destina-
tion and travel date information) or through a reservation
system capable of interacting with the first application 222
(e.g., the travel itinerary can be reserved through the first
application or the travel itinerary can be synchronized with
user account information stored on a remote server). The
travel itinerary can be stored as a portion of the application
data 230. The application instructions 228 can also include
instructions that cause the application to forward or other-
wise provide itinerary information, including information
identifying travel destinations to the operating system or to
other applications. For example, the application instructions
228 can include instructions that provide itinerary informa-
tion through an API 214.

Another application 226 can include application instruc-
tions 232 that are used to provide access to weather infor-
mation for selected locations. For example, the application
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instructions 232 can retrieve weather information for loca-
tions that a user has manually typed in or searched for
through the user interface input 242. The application instruc-
tions 232 can also retrieve weather information for locations
identified based on data (e.g., destination) received from the
first application 222 (e.g., through APIs 214). The identified
locations can be stored in the application data 234. The
weather information for identified locations can be retrieved
through a network 260 (e.g., Internet) from an application
server 270 and provided to a user of the user device 200
through a user interface display 240. In some implementa-
tions, sharing of the location information can be based on
user preferences or authorizations, which can be defined
through the individual applications 222, 226 and/or through
the operating system 210. In some cases, and as further
discussed below, operations performed by the applications
222, 224, 226 can be based in part on a current location of
the user device 200 as detected by a locating device 250
(e.g., a satellite-based or terrestrial-based locating system,
such as GPS or cellular triangulation). Among other things,
addition or removal of locations in the application data 234
can be based, at least in part, on the current location of the
user device 200.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an example system 300
for sharing destination information between applications on
different user devices 302, 304. Itinerary or travel destina-
tion information from a travel application 310 or other
application on a first user device 302 can be shared with a
weather application 320 or other application on a second
user device 304. For example, a user of the second user
device 304 can obtain local information for the location of
a user of a first user device 302. Such a feature may allow
a user to provide, for example, a spouse or close relative
with information about the current weather conditions or
current time where the user is traveling. To facilitate such
sharing of information, the travel application 310 may
include a built-in or add-on API 312 that forwards location
information and/or other itinerary information to a weather
application 320 on the second user device 304. The location
information can be provided to the weather application 320
through an API 322. The weather application 320 can
include instructions that cause the application to automati-
cally retrieve weather information for the received location
(or suggest the received location as a weather location of
interest).

In some implementations, the travel application 310 may
include a built-in or add-on API 312 that forwards itinerary
information to, or allows retrieval of itinerary information
by, a sharing application 314 on the user device 302. The
sharing application 314 can be built into the operating
system of the user device 302 or included as a separate
application that executes on the user device. The sharing
application 314 can interact with a corresponding sharing
application 324 on the second user device 304 to share
itinerary information. The sharing application 324 on the
second user device 304 can provide the itinerary information
received from the first user device 302 to the weather
application 320 through the API 312. In some implementa-
tions, sharing of the itinerary information can be facilitated
by a sharing application server 330, which can interface, for
example, with sharing applications 314, 324, or directly with
the travel application 310 and/or the weather application
320. For example, sharing application 314 or travel appli-
cation 310 can forward itinerary information to sharing
application server 330, which can store the itinerary infor-
mation in a destination database 332.
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The sharing application server 330 can, in addition or as
an alternative, control whether information is shared
between particular user devices (e.g., whether information
from the user device 302 is shared with the second user
device 304). Accordingly, the sharing application server 330
can determine whether the itinerary information is provided
to the second user device 304 according to permissions,
subscriptions, or other data stored in a friend database 334.
For example, a user of the first user device 302 can define
other users that are permitted to receive itinerary data from
the travel application 310, the sharing application 314,
and/or other applications on the user device 302. These
permissions can be added manually, in response to a sug-
gestion (e.g., a suggestion made by software based on
frequent interactions with a user of the second user device
304), or automatically based on permissions granted in other
applications or in the operating system of the first user
device 302. Similarly, the user of the second user device 304
can subscribe to information from other users (e.g., the user
of the first user device 302) manually, automatically, or in
response to a suggestion. By subscribing to such informa-
tion, the second user device 304 can automatically receive
itinerary information from the first user device 302. The user
of the second user device 304 can also subscribe to or
receive individual events or itineraries. In some implemen-
tations, the described functions of the sharing application
server 330, the destination database 332, and/or the friend
database 334 can be built into software and the user devices
302, 304, e.g., in the sharing application 314, 324.

Although FIGS. 2 and 3 present specific examples of a
travel application and a weather application, other types of
applications can also be used. As with the different appli-
cations described above in connection with FIGS. 1 and 2,
the different applications 310, 320 can be distinguished by
the performance of different functions, operation on differ-
ent inputs, and display of different user interfaces. For
example, the respective application instructions can present
different types of information to users, such that the appli-
cations are not merely different instances or versions of the
same application.

FIG. 4 depicts a mobile device 400 displaying a travel
application interface 402. The travel application interface
402 includes itinerary information for three different trips,
including a trip 404 to Seattle scheduled for December
11-14, a trip 406 to Chicago scheduled for February 8-12,
and a trip 408 to Seattle scheduled for March 22-23. The
travel application can also store additional information asso-
ciated with each itinerary. In general, the itinerary informa-
tion can be entered through appropriate interfaces in the
travel application, can be received from a server (e.g.,
associated with the travel application or with one or more
user travel-related accounts), or can be synchronized with
travel information stored in other applications on the user
device. In some implementations, the travel application can
include information that is updated dynamically. For
example, the travel application may store flight arrival and
departure times that are updated automatically from a server
when the flight times change and the travel application may
be programmed to automatically update to reflect user-
initiated travel changes such as date of travel by synchro-
nizing with another application on the user device 400 or
with changes stored on a remote server. The travel applica-
tion interface 402 includes an icon 410 that allows a user to
add new travel itineraries.

FIG. 5 depicts the mobile device 400 of FIG. 4 displaying
a weather application interface 502. The weather application
interface 502 can be displayed, for example, in response to
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a user closing (or exiting without closing) the travel appli-
cation of FIG. 4 and opening a weather application. The
weather application can provide the user with weather for
one or more selected cities or other locations. As depicted in
this example, the weather application interface 502 displays
current weather and the current day’s forecast information
504 for Phoenix. Other information can also or alternatively
be presented, including, for example, other current condition
information (e.g., wind speed and direction) or forecast
information by the hour or for the next few days. In general,
other cities or locations can be added to the weather appli-
cation by selecting an icon 510 that can allow a user of the
user device 400 to search for or manually select other
locations. Based on information from the travel application
of FIG. 4, however, the weather application can cause the
weather application interface 502 to display a pop-up win-
dow 512 that suggests (and requests authorization to add)
another location. In this example, the inclusion of a travel
itinerary that includes Seattle in the travel application can
cause the weather application interface 502 to display a
pop-up window 512 that requests authorization to add
Seattle as a location that is persisted in the memory asso-
ciated with the weather application. The pop-up window 512
can be presented the next time the weather application is
opened after Seattle is added as a travel destination, or at
some later time (e.g., a few days before the trip to Seattle is
scheduled to begin). As described above, the suggestion of
Seattle within the weather application can be based on
information communicated to the weather application
through one or more APIs included in the travel application,
the weather application, or the underlying operating system
on which the applications execute.

FIG. 6 depicts the mobile device 400 of FIG. 4 displaying
an updated view of the weather application interface 502. In
the updated view, the weather application interface is
updated to include weather conditions and forecast infor-
mation 606 for Seattle in addition to weather conditions and
forecast information 608 for Dallas. The Seattle information
606 can be added as a result of accepting the suggestion in
the pop-up window 512 of FIG. 5 or automatically adding
the information based on travel itinerary information from
the travel application of FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 depicts the mobile device 400 of FIG. 4 displaying
an invitation to share travel itinerary information with
another user. In particular, in response to adding itinerary
information to the travel application (or in response to some
other trigger), the travel application can cause the travel
application interface 402 to display a pop-up window 712
that suggests (and requests authorization to) share informa-
tion from the Seattle travel itinerary with a second user. For
example, the information can be shared with a different
application (e.g., a clock or weather application) on a user
device of the second user. The second user can be suggested
based on stored “friend” information, based on prior (e.g.,
frequent) interactions with the second user, or other criteria.

FIG. 8 depicts the mobile device 400 of FIG. 4 displaying
an alternative user interface of the weather application
interface 502. In particular, in response to a user selection of
the icon 510 of FIG. 5, the weather application interface 502
can be updated to include an interface for manually search-
ing for locations by typing search parameters into a search
field 812 using a character key 814. Other techniques for
manually identifying locations to add to an application can
also be used (e.g., selecting from a list).

FIG. 9 depicts the mobile device 400 of FIG. 4 displaying
an alternative user interface of the weather application
interface 502. Based on information from the travel appli-
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cation of FIG. 4, for example, the weather application can
cause the weather application interface 502 to display a
pop-up window 912 that requests instructions on whether to
remove a location from the location list associated with the
application. For example, the pop-up window 912 can be
displayed as a result of detecting that end date and/or time
of a travel itinerary has occurred. Alternatively, in some
implementations, a location can be automatically removed
without requesting confirmation from a user. In addition, in
some situations, a location may be automatically retained as
a result of determining that the location is a frequent
destination. Although the example of a weather application
is used throughout FIGS. 4-9, other types of applications
that retrieve information based on location can be used.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a process 1000 for auto-
matically providing local information in one application
based on itinerary information in another application. Itin-
erary information is received on a user device (at 1002). The
information can be received through a travel reservation
made through the user device or through a user account that
synchronizes with the user device or the information can be
manually added by a user. The received itinerary informa-
tion is stored by a first application on the user device (at
1004). The first application include, for example, a calendar,
an application that stores travel or event information
received from a server or another application on the same
user device, a social media application, or a mapping
application. A travel destination is identified based on the
detected itinerary information (at 1006). One or more target
applications for sharing the destination data are identified (at
1008). The target applications can be identified based on
parameters or user preferences associated with the first
application or with the operating system of the user device.
The target applications can be stored on the user device or
can be associated with a different user device. A confirma-
tion that sharing is authorized can be made (at 1010). For
example, the first application, the operating system associ-
ated with the user device or another user device, a server that
stores authorization information, and/or the second applica-
tion can determine whether a user has authorized sharing of
the information with the second application.

The travel destination is communicated to the second
application and stored in association with the second appli-
cation (at 1012). In some cases, the travel destination can be
stored for some period in an intermediate location (e.g., by
the user device operating system). A triggering threshold is
identified for retrieving local information for the travel
destination using the second application (at 1014). An ini-
tiation triggering threshold can be based, for example, on a
travel date and/or may be dependent upon when and how
often a user opens the application. Moreover, the triggering
threshold can be determined by the second application, by an
operating system that provides the travel destination to the
second application, or by a server that stores the travel
destination during some interim period. The triggering
threshold can also include parameters defining when and if
the travel destination and/or the local information should be
removed from the second application. Based on the initia-
tion triggering threshold, the second application retrieves
local information for the identified travel destination (at
1016), and the local information for the travel destination is
provided through the second application (at 1018). For
example, the local information can be displayed in response
to a user interaction with the second application (e.g.,
opening the application and/or accepting a suggestion to
retrieve the local information for the travel destination). The
local information (or the travel destination) is removed from
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the second application (or from being associated with the
second application) based on a removal triggering threshold
(at 1020). For example, the removal triggering threshold can
be associated with timing of the end of a trip or other event.

FIG. 11 is a representative timeline diagram of a process
1100 for automatically providing local information in an
application-based information from another application. The
process 1100 occurs along a timeline 1102. A travel itinerary
is received and one or more destinations are identified (at
1104). The destinations are stored for use in one or more
target applications (at 1106). For example, the destinations
can be stored in the target applications or for later delivery
to the target applications in accordance with triggering
information. Local information (e.g., weather or dining
options) for a first destination A is retrieved in a first target
application (at 1108). The retrieval of the local information
for destination A in the first target application can be
triggered a predetermined period of time 1110 prior to a date
of travel 1112 to destination A. For example, retrieval of
weather information may be triggered four or five days
before the travel date 1112. Local information (e.g., time) for
the first destination A is retrieved in a second target appli-
cation (at 1114). The retrieval of the local information for
destination A in the second target application can be trig-
gered a predetermined period of time 1116 prior to a date of
travel 1112 to destination A. For example, retrieval of time
information may be triggered one day before the travel date
1112. Thus, triggers (including both initiation or retrieval
triggers and removal or deletion triggers) can be different for
different target applications. In some implementations, the
triggers can be determined based on default or user-defined
triggering parameters and can also include receiving a user
confirmation that a destination should be added or removed.
The triggers can also define when the destination informa-
tion is provided to the target application and/or when the
target application begins retrieving local information for the
destination. In some implementations, the triggers can be
based on other information besides time, including location
of the user device (e.g., arrival at the airport for outgoing or
return travel) or other information.

If the itinerary includes multiple destinations, local infor-
mation for a second destination B is retrieved in the first
target application (at 1118) a predetermined period of time
1120 prior to a date of travel 1122 to destination B, and local
information for the second destination B is retrieved in the
second target application (at 1124) a predetermined period
of time 1126 prior to the date of travel 1122 to destination
B. Local information in the target applications for the first
destination A can be deleted and/or the persistence of the
destination in memory can be removed from the target
applications (at 1128) when travel to the second destination
begins or is scheduled to begin or based on some other
removal trigger. Similarly, local information in the target
applications for the second destination B can be deleted
and/or the persistence of the destination in memory can be
removed from the target applications (at 1130) when a stay
at the second destination B is complete.

Embodiments of the subject matter and the operations
described in this specification can be implemented in digital
electronic circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this specifi-
cation and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of
one or more of them. Embodiments of the subject matter
described in this specification can be implemented as one or
more computer programs, i.e., one or more modules of
computer program instructions, encoded on computer stor-
age medium for execution by, or to control the operation of,
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data processing apparatus. Alternatively or in addition, the
program instructions can be encoded on an artificially-
generated propagated signal, e.g., a machine-generated elec-
trical, optical, or electromagnetic signal, that is generated to
encode information for transmission to suitable receiver
apparatus for execution by a data processing apparatus. A
computer storage medium can be, or be included in, a
computer-readable storage device, a computer-readable stor-
age substrate, a random or serial access memory array or
device, or a combination of one or more of them. Moreover,
while a computer storage medium is not a propagated signal,
a computer storage medium can be a source or destination of
computer program instructions encoded in an artificially-
generated propagated signal. The computer storage medium
can also be, or be included in, one or more separate physical
components or media (e.g., multiple CDs, disks, or other
storage devices).

The operations described in this specification can be
implemented as operations performed by a data processing
apparatus on data stored on one or more computer-readable
storage devices or received from other sources.

The term “data processing apparatus” encompasses all
kinds of apparatus, devices, and machines for processing
data, including by way of example a programmable proces-
sor, a computer, a system on a chip, or multiple ones, or
combinations, of the foregoing The apparatus can include
special purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field pro-
grammable gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific
integrated circuit). The apparatus can also include, in addi-
tion to hardware, code that creates an execution environment
for the computer program in question, e.g., code that con-
stitutes processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database
management system, an operating system, a cross-platform
runtime environment, a virtual machine, or a combination of
one or more of them. The apparatus and execution environ-
ment can realize various different computing model infra-
structures, such as web services, distributed computing and
grid computing infrastructures.

A computer program (also known as a program, software,
software application, script, or code) can be written in any
form of programming language, including compiled or
interpreted languages, declarative or procedural languages,
and it can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-
alone program or as a module, component, subroutine,
object, or other unit suitable for use in a computing envi-
ronment. A computer program may, but need not, correspond
to a file in a file system. A program can be stored in a portion
of a file that holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more
scripts stored in a markup language document), in a single
file dedicated to the program in question, or in multiple
coordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more modules,
sub-programs, or portions of code). A computer program can
be deployed to be executed on one computer or on multiple
computers that are located at one site or distributed across
multiple sites and interconnected by a communication net-
work.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifi-
cation can be performed by one or more programmable
processors executing one or more computer programs to
perform actions by operating on input data and generating
output. The processes and logic flows can also be performed
by, and apparatus can also be implemented as, special
purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable
gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific integrated cir-
cuit).

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, both general and special



US 9,471,599 B2

13

purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will
receive instructions and data from a read-only memory or a
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a
computer are a processor for performing actions in accor-
dance with instructions and one or more memory devices for
storing instructions and data. Generally, a computer will also
include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or
transfer data to, or both, one or more mass storage devices
for storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or
optical disks. However, a computer need not have such
devices. Moreover, a computer can be embedded in another
device, e.g., a mobile telephone, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a mobile audio or video player, a game console, a
Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, or a portable
storage device (e.g., a universal serial bus (USB) flash
drive), to name just a few. Devices suitable for storing
computer program instructions and data include all forms of
non-volatile memory, media and memory devices, including
by way of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g.,
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic
disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto-
optical disks; and CD-ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The
processor and the memory can be supplemented by, or
incorporated in, special purpose logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, embodiments of the
subject matter described in this specification can be imple-
mented on a computer having a display device, e.g., a CRT
(cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor,
for displaying information to the user and a physical or
virtual keyboard and pointing device, e.g., a mouse, a
trackball, or a touch screen, by which the user can provide
input to the computer. Other kinds of devices can be used to
provide for interaction with a user as well; for example,
feedback provided to the user can be any form of sensory
feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile
feedback; and input from the user can be received in any
form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input. In addi-
tion, a computer can interact with a user by sending docu-
ments to and receiving documents from a device that is used
by the user; for example, by sending web pages to a web
browser on a user’s client device in response to requests
received from the web browser.

Embodiments of the subject matter described in this
specification can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application
server, or that includes a front-end component, e.g., a client
computer having a graphical user interface or a Web browser
through which a user can interact with an implementation of
the subject matter described in this specification, or any
combination of one or more such back-end, middleware, or
front-end components. The components of the system can be
interconnected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples
of communication networks include a local area network
(“LAN”) and a wide area network (“WAN”), an inter-
network (e.g., the Internet), and peer-to-peer networks (e.g.,
ad hoc peer-to-peer networks).

The computing system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
client-server relationship to each other. In some embodi-
ments, a server transmits data (e.g., an HTML page) to a
client device (e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and
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receiving user input from a user interacting with the client
device). Data generated at the client device (e.g., a result of
the user interaction) can be received from the client device
at the server.

While this specification contains many specific imple-
mentation details, these should not be construed as limita-
tions on the scope of any inventions or of what may be
claimed, but rather as descriptions of features specific to
particular embodiments of particular inventions. Certain
features that are described in this specification in the context
of separate embodiments can also be implemented in com-
bination in a single embodiment. Conversely, various fea-
tures that are described in the context of a single embodi-
ment can also be implemented in multiple embodiments
separately or in any suitable subcombination. Moreover,
although features may be described above as acting in
certain combinations and even initially claimed as such, one
or more features from a claimed combination can in some
cases be excised from the combination, and the claimed
combination may be directed to a subcombination or varia-
tion of a subcombination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain cir-
cumstances, multitasking and parallel processing may be
advantageous. Moreover, the separation of various system
components in the embodiments described above should not
be understood as requiring such separation in all embodi-
ments, and it should be understood that the described
program components and systems can generally be inte-
grated together in a single software product or packaged into
multiple software products.

Thus, particular embodiments of the subject matter have
been described. Other embodiments are within the scope of
the following claims. In some cases, the actions recited in
the claims can be performed in a different order and still
achieve desirable results. In addition, the processes depicted
in the accompanying figures do not necessarily require the
particular order shown, or sequential order, to achieve
desirable results. In certain implementations, multitasking
and parallel processing may be advantageous.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

detecting, by a mobile device, itinerary information stored

by a first application on the mobile device;
identifying, by the mobile device, a travel destination
based on the detected itinerary information;
communicating, by the mobile device, the travel destina-
tion to a second application executable on the mobile
device;
storing, by the mobile device, the travel destination in
association with the second application, wherein the
second application is adapted to retrieve local informa-
tion based on an identified geographic location;

identifying, by the mobile device, a time of travel to the
travel destination based on the detected itinerary infor-
mation;

at a first time before the time of travel to the travel

destination, providing, by the mobile device, local
information of a first type for the travel destination
through the second application; and

at a second time after the first time and before the time of

travel to the travel destination, providing, by the mobile
device, local information of a second type for the travel
destination through the third application.
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the second application
is executable to automatically retrieve the local information
for the travel destination without user input to the mobile
device.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising presenting a
user prompt to store the travel destination in association with
the second application, wherein the travel destination is
stored in association with the second application in response
to a user response to the user prompt.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein, in response to execut-
ing the second application by the mobile device, a user
interface is displayed in the mobile device, the user interface
configured to allow a user to manually identify a geographic
location, the second application executable to retrieve local
information based on the manually identified geographic
location.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the first application
executes on a first user device and the second application
executes on a second user device, and communicating the
travel destination to a second application includes commu-
nicating the travel destination from the first user device to
the second user device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the itinerary informa-
tion includes a time at which a trip is scheduled to begin, and
wherein the method further comprises:

identifying, from the itinerary information, the time at

which the trip is scheduled to begin; and

retrieving the local information based on an identified

geographic location using the second application at a
time preceding the time at which the trip is scheduled
to begin.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the itinerary informa-
tion includes a time at which a trip is scheduled to end, and
wherein the method further comprises:

identifying, from the itinerary information, the time at

which the trip is scheduled to end; and

removing the local information from the second applica-

tion based at least in part on determining that the time
at which the trip is scheduled to end has expired.

8. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing
instructions executable by a mobile device to perform opera-
tions comprising:

detecting, by the mobile device, itinerary information

stored by a first application on the mobile device;
identifying, by the mobile device, a travel destination
based on the detected itinerary information;
communicating, by the mobile device, the travel destina-
tion to a second application executable on the mobile
device;
storing, by the mobile device, the travel destination in
association with the second application, wherein the
second application is adapted to retrieve local informa-
tion based on an identified geographic location;

communicating, by the mobile device, the travel destina-
tion to a third application executable on the mobile
device, wherein the third application is executable to
retrieve local information based on an identified geo-
graphic location;

identifying, by the mobile device, a time of travel to the

travel destination based on the detected itinerary infor-
mation;

at a first time before the time of travel to the travel

destination, providing, by the mobile device, local
information of a first type for the travel destination
through the second application; and

at a second time after the first time and before the time of

travel to the travel destination, providing, by the mobile
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device, local information of a second type for the travel
destination through the third application.

9. The non-transitory computer storage medium of claim
8, the operations comprising displaying a user prompt for
storing the travel destination in associated with the second
application, wherein the travel destination is stored in asso-
ciation with the second application in response to a user
response to the user prompt.

10. The non-transitory computer storage medium of claim
8, wherein the itinerary information includes a time at which
a trip is scheduled to begin, and wherein the operations
further comprise:

identifying, from the itinerary information, the time at

which the trip is scheduled to begin; and

retrieving the local information based on an identified

geographic location using the second application at a
time preceding the time at which the trip is scheduled
to begin.

11. The non-transitory computer storage medium of claim
8, wherein the itinerary information includes a time at which
a trip is scheduled to end, and wherein the operations further
comprise:

identifying, from the itinerary information, the time at

which the trip is scheduled to end; and

removing the local information from the second applica-

tion based at least in part on determining that the time
at which the trip is scheduled to end has expired.

12. A system comprising:

a mobile device; and

a computer-readable medium storing instructions execut-

able by the one or more processors to perform opera-
tions comprising:
storing, by the mobile device, a travel destination and
a time of travel to the travel destination;
retrieving, by the mobile device, the stored travel
destination and the time of travel;
communicating, by the mobile device, the travel des-
tination to a first application executable on the
mobile device to retrieve weather information at an
identified geographic location;
at a first time before the time of travel:
executing, by the mobile device, the first application
to retrieve the weather information at the travel
destination at the first time, and
presenting, by the mobile device, the weather infor-
mation on the mobile device; and
at a second time after the first time and before the time
of travel:
executing, by the mobile device, the first application
to retrieve the weather information at the travel
destination at the second time, and
presenting, by the mobile device, the weather infor-
mation on the mobile device at the second time.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the mobile device is
configured to execute a travel application or a calendar
application, each configured to store the travel destination
and the time of travel, and wherein the method further
comprises retrieving the travel destination and the time of
travel from the travel application or the calendar application.

14. The system of claim 12, wherein the operations further
comprise:

executing, by the mobile device, a clock application

configured to retrieve local time at the travel destina-
tion; and

presenting, by the mobile device, the local time at the

second time.
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15. The system of claim 12, wherein the mobile device is
a first mobile device associated with a first user, and wherein
the operations further comprise:
identifying a second mobile device associated with a
second user based on prior interactions between the
first mobile device and the second mobile device;
presenting, in the first mobile device, an invitation to
share the travel destination and the time of travel with
the second mobile device;
receiving, in the first mobile device, an acceptance of the
invitation; and
in response to receiving the acceptance of the invitation,
transmitting, by the first mobile device and to the
second mobile device, the travel destination and the
time of travel.
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